August 2026

KOOTASCA to Celebrate Circles of Support’s New Home with Open House and
Community Meal

The August 12th event will also highlight a new initiative helping people of all ages celebrate
their birthdays.

KOOTASCA Community Action invites community members to an open house and free
community meal on Wednesday, August 12, from 11am to 2 pm at its Grand Rapids facility
located at 822 NE Fifth Avenue.

The event will celebrate Circles of Support’s move into the KOOTASCA facility and give
visitors an opportunity to tour the new space, meet program staff, enjoy a meal, and learn
more about the resources and opportunities for connection available at the location.

For more than 20 years, Circles of Support has created welcoming spaces where people
experiencing low incomes can build relationships, access practical support, and
strengthen stability. The program brings together peer support, social activities, community
meals, a food pantry, and connections to other resources. Its new location at KOOTASCA is
designed to make it easier for community members to find food, services, and
opportunities for connection in one accessible place.

The open house will also feature KOOTASCA’s birthday initiative, which provides birthday
celebration kits to children, adults, and older adults whose households may not have the
resources for a celebration. Each kit includes cake ingredients, a baking pan, candles, and
decorations.

Birthdays are opportunities for people to feel seen, valued, and celebrated, but the cost of
even a simple celebration can be out of reach when a household is choosing among food,
rent, medication, utilities, and other basic needs. The birthday initiative reflects
KOOTASCA’s belief that joy and belonging should not depend onincome.

Boy Scout Pack 51 helped launch the initiative by donating its first collection of supplies.
KOOTASCA is now accepting donations of new birthday decorations and cake-kit supplies,
including cake mix, frosting, disposable baking pans, candles, sprinkles, table decorations,
gift bags, and other unopened celebration items. Donations may be brought to
KOOTASCA’s Grand Rapids facility during regular business hours or to the August 12 open
house.

People interested in receiving a birthday celebration kit or learning more about the initiative
may contact KOOTASCA Community Engagement Services at 218-910-5486.



The August 12 open house and community meal are free and open to everyone. No
registration is required. More information about KOOTASCA Community Action and its
programs is available at www.kootasca.org



