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KOOTASCA Head Start Now Enrolling for the 2026—-2027 School Year
Parent feedback highlights safe classrooms, strong learning, and meaningful progress

KOOTASCA Community Action is now accepting applications for Head Start and Early Head Start
for the 2026—-2027 school year. The programs provide families in Itasca and Koochiching
counties with free, high-quality early childhood education and support.

Head Start is more than a preschool program. Children take part in engaging, developmentally
appropriate learning experiences that build the social-emotional, language, physical, and early
academic skills they need for school and life. Families also receive individualized support,
connections to community resources, health and developmental screenings, and opportunities
to be active partners in their child’s education.

Feedback from KOOTASCA Head Start families reflects the difference this support can make. In
the program’s parent survey, 100% of respondents said they were satisfied with the education
their child received and believed their child’s classroom was a safe space. Ninety-nine percent
said their child was progressing toward individual goals, developing the social skills needed for
school, and receiving an experience they would recommend to others.

“Families are their children’s first and most important teachers, and our role is to build on the
strengths they already bring,” said Sarah Lovejoy, Education Director at KOOTASCA Community
Action. “The survey results affirm what we see every day. When children feel safe, supported,
and excited to learn, and when parents have trusted partners alongside them, they make
meaningful progress. We encourage families to reach out, ask questions, and see whether Head
Start or Early Head Start is a good fit.”

One KOOTASCA Head Start parent described the program’s impact on their children:

“We’re so thrilled with the academic progress they’ve made, but also the confidence and
independence the teachers have instilled in them.”

KOOTASCA Head Start serves children ages 3 and 4, with classrooms in Deer River, Grand Rapids,
Marble, and International Falls. Early Head Start serves children ages 6 weeks to 3 years, with
classrooms in Grand Rapids and International Falls.

Healthy meals and snacks are provided each day at no cost to families. Family Advocates also
work alongside families to identify goals and connect them with helpful resources and referrals.
Through regular check-ins, they provide personalized support that builds on each family’s
strengths and responds to their priorities and changing needs.



Families do not need to determine on their own whether they qualify. KOOTASCA staff can
answer questions, explain eligibility and priority guidelines, and help families complete the
application process.

To learn more or apply, visit www.kootasca.org, call 218-999-0814, or stop by a KOOTASCA Head
Start office at 822 NE 5th Avenue in Grand Rapids or 900 5th Street in International Falls.
Applications are also available at all KOOTASCA Head Start locations.

Families are encouraged to apply now for the 2026-2027 school year.

About KOOTASCA Community Action

KOOTASCA Community Action serves individuals and families throughout Itasca and Koochiching
counties through early childhood education, housing assistance, energy assistance and

weatherization, food access, and other services that help people build stability and opportunity.
Learn more at www.kootasca.org.



