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Holiday Partnerships Support Local Families While Housing Funding Remains Uncertain 

This December, individuals and families connected to KOOTASCA Community Ac�on are 
receiving meaningful holiday support thanks to long-standing community partnerships and local 
generosity. From hand-filled holiday stockings to boxes of food for holiday meals, these efforts 
reflect a shared commitment to suppor�ng neighbors facing financial hardship during the 
winter months. 

For more than 20 years, KOOTASCA has partnered with the Grand Rapids Assemblies of God 
Church and Minnesota North College–Itasca through the Holiday Stocking Project. The 
collabora�on began around 2001, when church members shi�ed their focus from an out-of-area 
stocking program to addressing visible needs here in Itasca County. What started as a small local 
effort has grown into a tradi�on that con�nues to bring comfort and dignity to households each 
holiday season. 

Today, the Holiday Stocking Project supports KOOTASCA program par�cipants who are 
experiencing housing instability or working toward greater stability. Families are iden�fied by 
KOOTASCA staff based on need. Every member of each household receives a stocking, including 
adults and children. 

Members of the congrega�on shop for and assemble the stockings using age and gender 
informa�on only. Items o�en include books, games, puzzles, candy, socks, slippers, and personal 
care supplies. Children some�mes receive an addi�onal wrapped gi�. KOOTASCA helps 
coordinate referrals and distributes the completed stockings to families. 

In addi�on to the stocking project, KOOTASCA recently completed its first Mary Jo Wimmer 
Holiday Food Drive. The food drive honors Mary Jo Wimmer, a former KOOTASCA board 
member who cared deeply about people and believed that everyone should have food during 
the holidays. Through the generosity of donors, volunteers, and partner churches, 63 holiday 
food boxes were distributed for Thanksgiving. Sixteen boxes were shared with churches that 
assisted with sor�ng and prepara�on. The remaining boxes were distributed directly to 
individuals and families connected to KOOTASCA or through partner organiza�ons. 

Looking ahead to Christmas, 24 families will receive addi�onal food support directly from 
KOOTASCA Community Ac�on, helping ensure households have access to nutri�ous meals 
during the holiday season. 



“The holidays can be especially hard for individuals and families who are already under stress,” 
said Marta Carrigan, Execu�ve Director of KOOTASCA Community Ac�on. “These partnerships 
remind people that their community sees them, cares about them, and wants to walk alongside 
them during difficult �mes.” 

 

While holiday ini�a�ves provide �mely support, KOOTASCA is also using this season to raise 
awareness about the importance of federal housing funding. Programs that help individuals and 
families avoid or exit homelessness rely in part on HUD Con�nuum of Care funding. These funds 
are increasingly compe��ve na�onwide and are not guaranteed year to year, even as local need 
con�nues to grow. 

As the holiday season con�nues, KOOTASCA Community Ac�on remains grateful for the 
partners, volunteers, and donors who make this work possible, while also encouraging ongoing 
community awareness and advocacy to ensure that individuals and families have access to 
stable housing and basic needs year-round. 

About KOOTASCA Community Ac�on 

KOOTASCA Community Ac�on is a private nonprofit organiza�on serving Itasca and Koochiching 
Coun�es. The organiza�on works to reduce poverty and strengthen communi�es by suppor�ng 
housing stability, food access, early childhood development, and family well-being. 


