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KOOTASCA Community Ac�on Announces Marta Carrigan as Execu�ve Director; Community 
Invited to Annual Luncheon 

Grand Rapids, MN — KOOTASCA Community Ac�on is proud to announce that Marta E. Carrigan 
has been named the organiza�on’s new Execu�ve Director. Carrigan has been with KOOTASCA 
for 13 years, most recently serving as Human Resources and Board Services Director, and has 
spent the past eight months as Interim Execu�ve Director following the re�rement of long�me 
leader Maureen Rosato on December 31, 2024. 

Carrigan is a lifelong resident of northern Minnesota with strong ties to KOOTASCA’s 
communities where she was raised, and where she and her husband are raising their 
family.  Having personally experienced poverty and the benefit of KOOTASCA and Community 
Action services during her childhood, she possesses a deep understanding of the challenges 
families face and the transformative impact these programs can have.  “I believe 
wholeheartedly in the difference Community Action makes,” Carrigan said. ““My own 
experiences, along with those I observe in the lives we touch daily, reinforce the importance of 
this work. I am deeply honored to continue it.” 

In addi�on to her personal connec�on to KOOTASCA’s mission, Carrigan brings strong 
management skills and a proven record of organiza�onal leadership. Over her tenure, she has 
developed systems that strengthened staff training, improved board engagement, and 
enhanced KOOTASCA’s ability to serve families across the region. Her leadership as Interim 
Execu�ve Director over the past eight months provided the agency with stability and focus 
during a period of transi�on. 

Rick Blake, Chair of KOOTASCA’s Board of Directors, praised Carrigan’s appointment: “Marta 
combines deep personal commitment to our mission with a steady, capable leadership style. 
During her �me as Interim Execu�ve Director, she earned the confidence of staff, partners, and 
the Board by guiding KOOTASCA with clarity and care. We are confident that under her 
leadership, KOOTASCA will con�nue to grow its impact in the community.” 

As KOOTASCA looks to the future under Carrigan’s leadership, the agency invites the community 
to atend its Annual Luncheon and Mee�ng on Thursday, September 25th from 12 – 1:30 pm at 
CoHaus.  This year’s program, “The Promise of Community Ac�on: A Call to Community in 
Uncertain Times,” will highlight KOOTASCA’s work to empower families, build stability, and 
strengthen communi�es in Itasca and Koochiching Coun�es.  To RSVP, email 
contact@kootasca.org by September 14, 2025. 
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For over 60 years, KOOTASCA Community Ac�on has provided services in housing, early 
childhood educa�on, energy assistance, and more. With Carrigan’s leadership, KOOTASCA will 
con�nue its mission to end poverty by building community, fostering stability, and crea�ng 
opportunity. 


