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Help Protect a Lifeline for Local Families 
KOOTASCA Calls on Community to Support the Community Services Block Grant 
 
GRAND RAPIDS, MN – KOOTASCA Community Ac�on is encouraging residents of Itasca and 
Koochiching Coun�es to speak out in support of the Community Services Block Grant (CSBG). 
This cri�cal source of funding stabilizes communi�es, supports local businesses, helps local 
families meet their needs and build brighter futures. But right now, it is at risk. 
 
The federal budget proposal for next year would eliminate CSBG. That decision would pull 
cri�cal support from programs that help people stay warm, stay housed, improve employment, 
access food, navigate crisis, and stay connected to opportunity. 
 
“CSBG helps families in our region move forward,” said Rick Blake, KOOTASCA Board Chair. “This 
funding supports our core programs. Without it, our ability to meet local needs would be deeply 
affected.”  
 
CSBG supports more than 1,000 Community Ac�on Agencies across the country, including 
KOOTASCA. These agencies help over 10 million Americans each year. Although CSBG’s funding 
is rela�vely small compared to other federal programs, it is one of the most effec�ve tools 
resources we have for figh�ng poverty. CSBG allows agencies to maximize impact with limited 
resources by focusing on measurable outcomes and leveraging local investments. 
 
At KOOTASCA, CSBG helps make the following possible: 

• Energy Assistance and Weatheriza�on programs that help families stay safe and warm 
• Housing Naviga�on and Evic�on Preven�on services that supported over 150 

households last year 
• Circles of Support and the Food Pantry, which served more than 2,700 neighbors in 2024 
• Head Start and Early Head Start, helping more than 200 children prepare for school 
• Homeownership educa�on and coaching for families ready to take the next step 

 
These services are not extras. They are essen�als. And they are powered by local people who 
know our communi�es and care about the outcomes. 
 
KOOTASCA’s recent Community Needs Assessment shows that many of our neighbors are s�ll 
facing real challenges. More than 60 percent of survey par�cipants said they struggle to pay 
their monthly bills. The same number reported difficulty affording a down payment on a home. 
And over half reported mental health struggles that made daily life harder. 
 
“Elimina�ng CSBG would do real harm,” said Marta Carrigan, KOOTASCA’s Interim Execu�ve 
Director. “Suppor�ng CSBG means suppor�ng people being housed, fed, and warm. It’s about 
kids receiving quality care and educa�on, helping families meet their basic needs, and providing 



opportuni�es for people to do beter. Our community would look a lot different without these 
things, and everyone would feel the impact.”  
 
 
Here’s how you can help: 
Contact your members of Congress. Ask them to protect CSBG. Tell them you support local 
programs that work. When neighbors look out for each other, everyone benefits. 
 
For more informa�on, visit www.kootasca.org. 
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Protect Local Services: CSBG Funding at Risk 
The Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) is a vital source of support for KOOTASCA and 
hundreds of other Community Ac�on Agencies across the country. It allows us to respond to 
local needs, invest in long-term stability, and help families take meaningful steps forward. Right 
now, that funding is at risk. 
 
The current federal budget proposal would eliminate CSBG. This decision would have serious 
consequences for our region. Without this funding, KOOTASCA would lose the backbone of 
many of our most effec�ve programs. 
 
CSBG helps make the following possible: 

• Energy Assistance and Weatheriza�on programs for families struggling with high u�lity 
bills 

• Housing Naviga�on and Evic�on Preven�on services 
• Head Start and Early Head Start, which serve over 200 children 
• Our Food Pantry and Circles of Support, reached more than 2,700 community members 

last year 
• Financial coaching and homebuyer educa�on for people preparing for long-term stability 

 
This funding helps local people solve local problems. It supports programs that are proven to 
work and that are rooted in the values of self-reliance, dignity, and community. 
We know from our Community Needs Assessment that families in Itasca and Koochiching 
Coun�es are s�ll facing real challenges. More than half of the people we surveyed are worried 
about monthly bills, affordable housing, and mental health. CSBG helps us respond with 
solu�ons that fit our communi�es. 
 
We need your voice. 
 
Please take a moment to contact your U.S. Representa�ve and Senators. Ask them to protect 
CSBG and preserve the services that so many of your neighbors rely on. 

http://www.kootasca.org/

