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Circles of Support Finds a New Home at KOOTASCA's Grand Rapids Location

KOOTASCA Community Action is pleased to announce that its Circles of Support program has
relocated to KOOTASCA's Grand Rapids location, creating new opportunities to expand food
access, strengthen relationships, and bring community-building programs together under one
roof.

For more than 20 years, Circles of Support has created welcoming spaces where people
experiencing low incomes can find connection, access support, and build greater stability. The
program combines peer support, social activities, a food pantry, and community meals to
reduce isolation and strengthen the relationships that help people thrive.

The move reflects KOOTASCA's commitment to reducing barriers by bringing food resources,
supportive services, and opportunities for connection together in one accessible location.

In addition to expanding Circles of Support, the move will strengthen Big View, KOOTASCA's
community engagement initiative focused on conversations about poverty, social connection,
and community well-being. Preparation for Big View programming will now take place at
KOOTASCA's Grand Rapids location, with plans to host additional Big View events on site in the
future.

Locating Circles of Support and Big View alongside other KOOTASCA programs creates more
opportunities for collaboration, referrals, and meaningful connections between participants,
staff, and community partners.

"The move creates new opportunities for people to connect with one another and access the
support they need in a welcoming environment," said Alice Moren, Community Engagement
Director at KOOTASCA Community Action. "By bringing Circles of Support and Big View together
at our Grand Rapids location, we're building a stronger sense of community and making it easier
for people to access food, services, and opportunities to belong."

The new location will also allow KOOTASCA to expand access to food resources by offering more
varied food pantry hours that better meet the needs of working families.

One participant shared the impact Circles of Support has had on their life:
“I'don't feel like a person in poverty when | come here. | feel like | am part of a community."

Circles of Support offers community meals, a food pantry, social activities, peer support, and
opportunities for people from all backgrounds to build relationships and reduce social isolation.



Community members interested in learning more about Circles of Support or Big View are
encouraged to contact KOOTASCA Community Action or visit KOOTASCA's Grand Rapids location.

Community members interested in learning more about Circles of Support, Big View, and other
available resources are encouraged to visit www.kootasca.org or contact KOOTASCA Community
Action for more information. KOOTASCA also plans to host an open house at its Grand Rapids
location in August to welcome community members to the new space and share more about
these programs. Additional details will be announced in the coming weeks.



http://www.kootasca.org/

